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Om Sai Ram  

Sathya Sai & Ganesha  

 

(Swami seated near the Ganesha statue in front of the Prashanthi Mandir during the celebrations marking the 25th 
Anniversary of the Andhra Pradesh Sri Sathya Sai Organizations, November 1988) 

Who is Vinayaka? In the sloka beginning with the wo rds, Suklaambaradharam Vishnum , only 
the form of the deity is described. But there is an other inner meaning for the name Vinayaka. 
Suklaambaradharam means one who is clad in white. V ishnum means he is all-pervading. 
Sasivarnam means his complexion is grey like that of ash. Chathurbhujam  means he has four 
arms. Prasannavadanam  means he has always a pleasing mien. Sarvavighnopasaanthaye  
means for the removal of all obstacles. Dhyaayeth , meditate (on him). Vinayaka is the deity 
who removes all bad qualities, instills good qualit ies and confers peace on the devotee who 
meditates on him 

Vinayaka means that he is totally master of himself . He has no master above him. He does not 
depend on anyone. He is also called Ganapathi. This  term means he is the lord of the ganas - a 
class of divine entities. This term also means that  he is the master of the intellect and 
discriminating power in man. He possesses great int elligence and knowledge. Such 
knowledge issues from a pure and sacred mind. This knowledge leads to wisdom (vijnaana). 
Because he is the master of Buddhi (intelligence) a nd Siddhi (wisdom or realization), he is 
described as the Lord of Buddhi and Siddhi. Buddhi and Siddhi are referred to as the consorts 
of Vinayka. 

The mouse is the vehicle of Vinayaka. What is the i nner significance of the mouse? The 
mouse is considered as the embodiment of the sense of smell. The mouse is a symbol of the 
attachment to worldly tendencies (vaasanas). It is well known that if you want to catch a 
mouse, you place a strong-smelling edible inside th e mouse-trap. The mouse also symbolizes 
the darkness of night. The mouse can see well in th e dark. As Vinayaka's vehicle the mouse 
signifies an object that leads man from darkness to  light. The Vinayaka-principle, thus, means 
that which removes all the bad qualities, bad pract ices and bad thoughts in men and 
inculcates good qualities, good conduct and good th oughts.  

- Baba  

(Discourse: Ganesh Chathurthi - September 12, 1991)  



 

 

The Story of Ganesh  
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TWELVE NAMES OF GANESHA 
 

1. Pranamya Shirasa Devam Gauriputram Vinaayakam 
Bhakataavaasam Smare Nityam Aayuh Kaamartha Siddhay e  

Meaning:Every day, I bow down to that Lord, the son  of Gowri, the Lord who lives in the heart of 
the devotees, blessing them always with good health  and prosperity .  

2. Prathamam Vakratundam Cha Ekadantam Dviteeyakam 
Thriteeyam Krishna Pingaaksham Gajavaktram Chaturth akam  

Meaning: Starting from here, the twelve names of Ga nesha are mentioned and he is worshipped 
in those different forms. The first as the Lord wit h the curved trunk; second, as the one with 
only one tusk, third, as the one with black (red/br own) eyes, fourth, as the one with giant 
structure.  

3. Lambodaram Panchamaam Cha Shashtam Vikatameva Ch a 
Saptamam Vighnaraajendram Dhoomravarnam Tathaashtam am  

Meaning: Fifth, as the one with a big (long) stomac h, six, as the one with a huge body, Seven, as 
the remover of obstacles, eight, as the one with sm oke gray color  

4. Navamam Phaalachandram Cha Dasamam Tu Vinaayakam  
Ekaadasam Ganapatim Dvaadasam Tu Gajaananam  

Meaning: Ninth, as the one with moon on the front o f His head, tenth, as the foremost leader, 
eleventh, as the leader of the ganas, twelfth, as t he one with elephant face.  

5. Dvaadasaitaani Naamaani Trisandhyam Yah Pathernn arah 
Na Cha Vighna Bhayam Tasya Sarva Siddhikaram Prabho   

Meaning: Any person, who remembers these twelve nam es of Ganesha, three times in a day, 
will have all their obstacles and fear removed and will attain success. (This group of verses is 
said to be sage Narada's offering to Lord Ganesh.)  
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Past Events  

We celebrated several religious functions and hosted spiritual discourses during the period of 

April - August 2006.  Devotees participated with great enthusiasm in the Sita Rama Kalyanam on 06th 

April, Sri Rama Navami Day. Special Poojas were performed to Baba’s Idol on May 1stin connection 

with Shankar Jayanthi. Hanuman Jayanthi was celebrated by chanting Hanuman Chalisa and 

performing Poojas on 22nd May. The 4th anniversary of Sai Mandir was observed with great pomp and 

gaiety           on 4th July. 

 

The auspicious Guru Poornima Day was celebrated on 10th of July with devotion and 

reverence to Sadguru Sainath. Devotees performed Samuhika Shirdi Sai Vratham and participated in 

Abhishekams and Archanas to Baba’s Idol and sang Bhajans. This quarterly news letter was 

commenced last year on this day to inform devotees about the functions held from time to time and 

visits of renowned persons and propagate Baba’s messages and anecdotes from Sai Sat Charitra. 

          

The most memorable event of the year is the inauguration of Geeta Mandir and installation of 

majestic life size marble idols of Radha & Krishna in the erstwhile Dwarkamai building. On 4th August 

large number of ladies performed the sacred Varalaksmi Vratham with great devotion. On 15th 

August, Krishnastami day, the birth of Bhagawan Krishna was celebrated and several devotees 

attended the day & night functions.  

 

Famous musicians Sri Bala Murali Krishna and Vani Jayaram visited the temple, performed 

pooja to Sai Baba and enthralled the devotees with devotional songs. World renewed Hindu Spiritual 

leaders Swamy Vishwamji Maharaj, Swamy Sadbodhananda, Swamy Priyaji and Mother Vani 

(Hyderabad, India) gave discourses on spiritual topics, shared their personal experiences of Sai 

Baba’s Leelas and blessed the devotees. 

(By:  Bala S. Nori) 

Vakratunda Mahakaaya 
Suryakoti Samaprabha 

Nirvighnam Kuru Mey Deva 
Sarva Kaaryeshu Sarvada  

Meaning:The Lord with the curved trunk and a mighty body, who has the luster of a 
million suns, I pray to thee Oh Lord, to remove the obstacles from all the actions I 
intend to perform. 



 

 

      
   

      

               

       

      

Photographs from various events by: Bala S. Nori 


