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Six years later!

Sai Mandir is celebrating the 6th anniversary today, July 4™ 2008.

This anniversary marks an important celebration for the entire community.
As | look back, | am reminded of how we’ve grown in these 6 years - not
just in terms of Mandir’s activities but also the number of devotees the
Mandir is attracting.

As | go down memory lane, | recall there were only two devotees on one
particular Thursday. One was Dr. Nori and the other was myself. Before
long, devotees started to throng to the mandir. Today, lots and lots of
devotees from all walks of life are visiting the Mandir. The mandir since that
time has continually grown and provides a major boost to the religious
activities of our community.

As we embark upon this 6" year, let us all participate in the Mandir's
activities with Passion. Passion will take us "above and beyond", and will
provide rewards beyond even our own expectations.

Dr. Nori, | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you for these
past six years of dedicated service to our community. It takes a
considerable amount of effort and time to be able to run this temple in such
a special way: Your sacrifice is appreciated very much. The diligence and
selfless service that you have given to our community serves as an
example and inspiration to so many.

| can imagine the excitement you must feel today over the blessing that
God has granted you on this day. May the blessings and peace from
God be with you. You have become a part of God'sw  ork!

Sai Ram.
Geetaji
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Congratulations!

Monday, June 9, 2008 4:33 PM
From: "Rao Anumolu” <rao@asrintl.com>
To: "Geeta Paranandi” geetajee@yahoo.com

Dear Dr. Nori garu:

Congratulations on the Sai Mandir’s sixth Anniversary. You are an immaculate person and you transcend
all of us. | have the highest regard for you! Despite your busy schedule, you come to the Mandir after
work. We all feel your presence in the Mandir all the time.

In my book, you are the first devotee. You are very dedicated in your service to the community. Baba is
giving His blessings to us through you. You help people in need whether it be professional or personal.
You are fulfilling one of our community’s' dreams of having a Sai Mandir and making everybody's’

life much more complete. | join all our community members to thank you and your wife Dr. Subhadra Nori
for the great service.

Once again, Congratulations! .
Sai Ram
Anumolu Subba Rao

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 9:21 AM
From: "Veena Shah" <vshah@unitednorthern.com>
To: geetajee@yahoo.com

Dear Dr. Nori:

Our heart-felt congratulations to you and your family on the 6" Anniversary of Sai Mandir. Living on Long
Island for all these years, we always hoped for a Mandir close by and Baba fulfilled our desire by bringing
you into our lives. Words cannot express the gratitude we feel for having this magnificent Baba’s Mandir.
We remain indebted to you for your broad vision, your generosity and all the hard work you put into
building Baba’s home here in Long Island. Also, thank you for making us a part of your extended family.

May BABA's blessings be always with you and your family.

Warm regards,
Veena, Amit and Sheetal Shah

Thursday, June 12, 2008 11:47 AM
From: "Kalyan Yamijala" <ykalyan@gmail.com>
To: geetajee@yahoo.com

Six years ago, on July 4th 2002, Dr. Nori made possible what thousands of Sai Devotees on the East Coast had
been thirsting for, a Sai Baba Mandir. The word about a Sai Mandir on a remote corner of Baldwin, Long Island
spread steadily, with Baba himself sometimes telling devotees about the Mandir in their dreams. Today, the name
Baldwin has become synonymous with Sai Baba to all the Sai devotees across the U.S. Over the years Baba has
shown several miracles at the Mandir, helped those in despair, and gave solace to those seeking his blessings. As
we celebrate the sixth year anniversary of Sai Mandir Baldwin, we thank Dr. Nori for bringing us close to our beloved
Baba and wish him many more years of service to Baba.

Best Regards,
Kalyan



From: Kiran motwani" <kmotwani@optonline.net>
To: "Geeta Paranandi" <geetajee@yahoo.com>

As the sixth anniversary of Sai Mandir in Baldwin approaches on the 4" of July 2008 we find ourselves
reminiscing upon Sai Mandir and Dr. Nori. Dr. Nori and his family are providing great service to the
community through Sai Mandir. In spite of his achievements and qualifications he is one of the most
humble individuals we have met.

He is a gift to us from Sai Baba and his leadership and spirituality are a guiding source to all who come in
contact with him. Despite his busy schedule he still makes efforts to keep up with his social
commitments. It is a pleasure to have Dr. Nori in social gatherings as he is very jovial and pleasurable
individual. We cannot remember Dr. Nori without a mischievous smile.

We wish him all the best and success in all his future projects.
Regards,

Kiran, Vinod and family

Monday, June 16, 2008 3:10 PM

From: "Mamta Pandya" <mamtu32@hotmail.com>
To: geetajee@yahoo.com

Congratulations Dr. Nori onBanniversary of Sai Mandir. On behalf of Balvikas | would like to
thank you from the bottom of my heart for giving us this opportunity to serve our community.
Balvikas has become a major part of people’s lives and that speaks for itself. §degr®

help our new generation by training them to keep our culture alive miles away from ¢am™Va
Balvikas has grown rapidly over these 5 years and we are hoping to grow even bigger in near
future. May Baba bless you and your family

Mamta Pandya

From: "Tadepalli Ramesh" trameshfca@yahoo.com
To: "Geeta Paranandi" <geetajee@yahoo.com>

Dear Brother-in-law and Sister:

We congratulate and admire you from the bottom of our hearts for the unparallel yeomen service that you
have commenced 6 years ago in starting Sai Mandir and thus bridging the social bondage with the
community. Your resilience in overcoming the challenges and continuing with the mission and
unprecedented expansion projects deserve Kudos and emulatory.

Ramesh and Sharada Tadepalli
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Shirdi Sat Charitha

|t was sometime after 1910 A.D. that | went, one fine morning, to the Masjid in Shirdi for

getting a darshan of Sai Baba. | was wonder-struck to see the following phenomenon. After
washing His mouth and face, Sai Baba began to make preparations for grinding wheatatie spr
a sack on the floor; and thereon set a hand-mill. He took some quantity of wheat in a winnowirg
fan, and then drawing up the sleeves of His Kafni (robe); and taking hold of the peg of the han i
mill, started grinding the wheat by putting a few handfuls of wheat in the upper opening of the
mill and rotated it. | thought ‘What business Baba had with the grinding of wheat, when He
possessed nothing and stored nothing, and as He lived on alms!” Some people who had come
there thought likewise, but none had the courage to ask baba what He was doing. Immediately,
this news of Baba's grinding wheat spread into the village, and at once men and women ran tc
the Masjid and flocked there to see Baba's act. Four bold women, fro m the crowd, forced theil
way up and pushing Baba aside, took forcibly the peg or handle into their hands, and, singing
Baba's Leelas, started grinding. At first Baba was enraged, but on seeing th&stoweeand
devotion, He was much pleased and began to smile. While they were grinding, they began to
think that Baba had no house, no property, no children, none to look after, and He lived on alnis
He did not require any wheat-flour for making bread or roti, what will He do with this big
guantity of flour? Perhaps as Baba is very kind, He will distribute the flour amongstinising

in this way while singing, they finished the grinding and after putting the hand-id#, dlsey

divided the flour into four portions and began to remove them one per head. Baba, Who was
calm and quiet up till now, got wild and started abusing them saying, "Ladies, are you gone
mad? Whose father's property are you looting away? Have | borrowed any wheat from you, so
that you can safely take the flour? Now please do this. Take the flour and throw it on gee villa
border limits." On hearing this, the women felt abashed and whispering amongst ¥ieemsel

went away to the outskirts of the village and spread the flour as directed by Baba.

| asked the Shirdi people - "What was this that Baba did?" They replied that as th@ Chole
Epidemic was spreading in the village and this was Baba's remedy againsi¢hé saas not

wheat that was ground but the Cholera itself was ground to pieces and pushed out of the village
From this time onward, the Cholera Epidemic subsided and the people of the village were hapb
| was much pleased to know all this; but at the same time my curiosity was alsedatdegyan

to ask myself - What earthly connection was there between wheat flour and Chotexia®as/

the casual relation between the two? and how to reconcile them? The incident seems to be
inexplicable. | should write something on this and sing to my heart's content Balet's sglas.
Thinking in this way about this Leela, my heart was filled with joy and | was thuseddpir

write Baba's Life - The Satcharita. And as we know, with Baba's grace anddpldssiwvork

was successfully accomplished.

Philosophical Significance of Grinding

Apart from the meaning, which the people of Shirdi put on this incident of grinding wheat, theit

is, we think, a philosophical significance too. Sai Baba lived in Shirdi for about sixty/amee
during this long period, He did the business of grinding almost every day - not, however, the
wheat alone; but the sins, the mental and physical afflictions and the miserissmiuiherable
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] devotees. The two stones of His mill consisted of Karma and Bhakti, the former beimgehe | =
L and the latter the upper one. The handle with which Baba worked the mill consisted of Jnana.
was the firm conviction of Baba that Knowledge or Self-realization is not possiléssuhere

L is the prior act of grinding of all our impulses, desires, sins; and of the three gunaaitve,. S L
Raja and Tama; and the Ahamkara, which is so subtle and therefore so difficult to Heogot ri

This reminds us of a similar story of Kabir who seeing a woman grinding corn said torhjs G
Nipathiranjana, "I am weeping because | feel the agony of being crushed in this wheellgf
existence like the corn in the hand-mill." Nipathiranjana replied, "Do not be afrattifdsblto
the handle of knowledge of this mill, as | do, and do not wander far away from the same but tur |
inward to the Centre, and you are sure to be saved.”

Grinding mill which Baba used

Bow to Shri Sai -- Peace be to all

(Condensed from Shirdi Sat Charitha — Chapterl)
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— Articles derived from the
following websites:

— http://saimaharaj.org
http://www.shirdisaigift.com
www.shirdibaba.org

= http://www.starsai.com

(%




SAlL__MANDIR NY

RAMA NAVAMI — MANDIR-NY

RAMAAVAMI — MANDIR-NY

PALLAKI SEVA - MANDIR — NY

Photos by Bala S. Nori
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